[Preoperative computerized tomography diagnosis of fractures of the tibial plateau].
Within the last decade computed tomography has become an important instrument for skeletal diagnosis. In this study the value of helical CT-scan was compared with plan X-rays and conventional tomography in 45 patients having sustained an intraarticular tibia plateau fracture. Between plan roentgenogramms and CT-scan the fracture classification according to the AO-classification was changed in 40% of all patients, in 39 cases the amount of impression or dislocation increased with a mean of 4.2 mm. Especially tiny fragments were better visible and therefore responsible for the shift of many B1 fractures to group B3. The difference between conventional tomography and computed tomography was less impressive, a change of fracture classification could be observed in only 6.7% of all cases.